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April 17, 2026 
 

 
The Honourable Pierre Poilievre, P.C. 
Leader of the Official Opposition, MP for Battle River – Crow Foot  
House of Commons 
Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0A6 
By email: pierre.poilievre@parl.gc.ca 

 

Mr. Scott Reid 
MP for Lanark-Frontenac-Kingston 
House of Commons 
Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0A6 
By email: scott.reid@parl.gc.ca 

 

Dear Mr. Poilievre and Mr. Reid, 

I recently learned that Mr. Stefan Kapuran, a member of your team working for MP Ned 
Kuruc, suffered a sudden cardiac arrest in Confederation Building on March 9th. I am 
profoundly relieved that Stefan survived and appears to be recovering well.  

When cardiac arrest occurs, every minute matters and survival often depends on a chain of 
events that must happen quickly: a bystander recognizing what’s wrong, calling for help, 
administering CPR, seeing an available AED and using it without delay. In this instance, that 
chain thankfully held. A staffer from across the political aisle found Stefan, called for help, 
and an AED was used – turning what is often a tragedy into a story of hope.  

I also want to acknowledge that public safety does not happen by accident. It is built over 
time through leadership, practical investments and systems that support rapid response. In 
that spirit, I want to thank Conservatives for the role they have played, including the two of 
you, for championing public health through support for AED placements in public buildings 
and government facilities. It is not lost on us that Stefan’s life was likely saved by actions 
that you contributed to under Prime Minister Harper’s mandate.
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One clear example of what is possible with government leadership is the National 
Automated External Defibrillator Initiative, spearheaded by Prime Minister Harper. This 
initiative was delivered in 2013 in partnership with Heart & Stroke and helped to increase 
AED access and training in recreational settings across Canada. During that time, more than 
3,000 AEDs were installed and over 23,000 Canadians trained in CPR. This program   
demonstrates that when governments choose practical, commonsense measures to 
improve preparedness, lives are saved. We were also encouraged to see these types of 
initiatives reflected in the 2025 Conservative election platform with the proposal to include 
AEDs in RCMP vehicles. We also hope your colleague Mr. Shipley is able to reintroduce his 
private member’s bill to remove taxes on AED purchases. 

Heart & Stroke is ready to support and collaborate with you on future measures to improve 
resuscitation in Canada. Thank you for your commitment to public safety and heart-health. 
Most of all, I am grateful that Stefan is alive, recovering, and looking forward to the years 
ahead. 

Warm regards, 

 

Doug Roth 

Chief Executive Officer  

CC: Mr. Doug Shipley, MP for Barrie – Springwater – Oro – Medonte 

Ms. Claudia Gallant, OLO Stakeholder Relations Manager 

Mr. Sean Phelan, OLO Senior Policy Advisor 


