
RCMP cruisers to get makeover for 

first time in over 30 years 
Rebrand of 12,000-vehicle fleet estimated to cost up to $24 million 

 

The RCMP is revamping its fleet of vehicles with redesigned decals and new, 

black-and-white cruisers, internal documents show. 
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The RCMP is overhauling the appearance of its patrol cars after consulting families of 

the victims of a Nova Scotia murderer, who drove a fake Mountie cruiser to confuse and 

kill 22 people in April 2020. 

 

The rebranding initiative, which will eventually change the body decals of up to 12,000 

vehicles, begins next summer with a batch of newly purchased cars. 

 

“The RCMP considered the perspectives of victims’ families and affected communities in 

Nova Scotia,” said spokesperson Camille Boily-Lavoie. “The RCMP engaged with them 

in advance of the rollout to ensure awareness and to acknowledge the potential 

emotional impact of these changes.” 

 

Redesigned exterior decals will boost the size of the iconic RCMP crest and add a large 

“POLICE” label, among other changes, according to an internal document. 

 

The redesign is the first since 1994 for the RCMP’s front-line vehicles. A makeover of the 

whole fleet will take several years to complete as older cars are retired. 

 

“Early estimates show potential cost increases of approximately $1,600 - $2,000 per 

vehicle, depending on the model, as a result of the vinyl wrapped doors,” says a 

September briefing note for RCMP Commissioner Mike Duheme. “Work to confirm the 

technical components of the final decal package continues, including decal placement on 

a physical vehicle …” 

 

A redacted copy of the document was obtained by the IJF under the Access to 

Information Act. 

RCMP vehicle decals came under intense scrutiny after the Nova Scotia mass murders. 

The gunman drove a decommissioned patrol cruiser onto which he had applied 
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look-alike decals and other police-style equipment. He also wore RCMP clothing to 

impersonate an officer. 

 

An inquiry later found the killer had ordered decals from Amazon, eBay and private 

firms, providing one manufacturer with detailed specifications obtained from a 

government procurement website. The 2023 report of the Mass Casualty Commission 

recommended tighter controls over the disposal of used Mountie vehicles, though 

without a specific reference to decals.    

 

An image, formerly posted to a website managed by the federal procurement department, 

shows the current decal configuration on RCMP cruisers. 

 

After the murders, Ottawa imposed a moratorium on sales of decommissioned Mountie 

vehicles, which has cost the force $13 million annually in lost revenue. The RCMP also 

said it has begun scrapping its used frontline vehicles for lack of storage space. 

Longstanding policy requires decals to be stripped from decommissioned vehicles, along 

with all police equipment, such as roof lights. 

 

The Criminal Code of Canada prohibits impersonation of police officers. In 2022, Nova 

Scotia enacted a law further tightening those restrictions. 

 

RCMP spokesperson Marie-Eve Breton declined to provide details of the rebranding, 

but said provinces, territories and municipalities can now include their local identifiers 

as well. The RCMP provides policing services for all provinces except Ontario and 

Quebec, under 20-year contracts set to expire in 2032. Other contracts cover the 

territories and more than 150 municipalities. 
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“More details will be shared after validations of technical aspects are completed and 

approved, and the vehicles are ready to be rolled out,” she said. 

 

The new decal designs were endorsed by an RCMP executive group in July.  

 

On Sept. 25, Duheme approved the purchase of a batch of new black-and-white patrol 

vehicles for delivery this year, when the first new decals are to be applied. Based on the 

briefing note estimates, new decals for a 12,000-vehicle fleet would eventually cost 

between $19 million and $24 million. 

 

“There is no fixed cost for this initiative, as new vehicles are purchased annually when 

older ones reach the end of their life cycle,” said Boily-Lavoie. 

 

The rebranding initiative is separate from a green program to convert much of the 

RCMP fleet to electric vehicles by 2035. Testing began in 2023 using the Tesla Model Y 

at two detachments, in British Columbia and Ottawa. Other electric cars from Ford and 

Chevrolet have also been chosen for testing. 
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