
Submission to the Canadian House of Commons Standing Committee on Health – for their 

consideration and review of Bill C.45.  August 18th. 2017 

Dear House of Commons Standing Committee on Health: 

I am submitting this brief with the intention of halting the legalization of marijuana products for the 

Canadian domestic market. Not only would the legalization of marijuana place Canada in breach of 

numerous international treaties, with our partners in drug prevention, but it would see Canada 

violate The Rights of the Child Treaty, which is the most ratified piece of global human rights 

legislation.  

The world stands committed to the United Nations conventions on drug control and the evidence 

based public health policy of strict restriction and prohibition. Unlike the stance of prohibition, 

legalization has no evidence from science of its efficacy and all reports of experiments, either from 

the past or currently underway, do not lend support to the legalization position but rather defeat it. 

The Prime Minister has pledged that the proposed changes would be evidence based and yet there 

is no evidence from public health science to support his position and it should therefore be 

defeated. 

Taking a gamble with public health policy is a terrible and dangerous mistake: A move that the 

world drug prevention community deems to be “mindless”.  This radical change in drug policy could 

well compromise Canada’s standing in the world in terms of human rights, and see our country 

sanctioned – and pressured to revert to prohibition as has been the case in Holland.  

For your consideration: 

Home Grown and Dangerous – Putting Marijuana Plants in Canadian Homes.  

 Growing marijuana indoors poses serious health problems as it provides ideal conditions for the 

growth of toxic organisms.  

A deadly alfa-toxin can be associated with these strains, especially for individuals who are immune 

compromised.  A 1996 study of 10,000 patients with invasive aspergillus, at Winchester Hospital in 

the UK, saw the cost per patient to treat or cure the disease rose to $63,000, for a total in costs of 

$633 million. Canadians if Bill C-45 passes into law as drafted will also be allowed to grow marijuana 

plants in the home. 

 

 



The Current World View 

Plans to legalize marijuana products are being carried out in contradiction to the outcome of a 

Special Session (UNGASS), held in New York at the United Nations in April of 2016. At this meeting, 

world drug control partners recommitted to international cooperation in implement effective 

prevention, treatment and rehabilitation measures and acknowledged their ongoing responsibility 

to counter the world drug problem. 

The Cannabis Legalization and Regulation Task Force discussion paper of June 2016 reads: 

“Canada is party to the three major United Nations (UN) Conventions on narcotic drugs. In the 

context of the Convention, Canada is obliged to criminalize the production, sale and possession of 

cannabis for non-medical and non-scientific purposes. Legalization of marijuana is not in keeping 

with the expressed purposes of the drug convention.” 

On November 30, 2016, the Task Force wrote to the government: “While it is not part of the Task 

Force’s mandate to make recommendations to the Government on how to address its international 

commitments, it is our view that Canada’s proposal to legalize cannabis shares the objectives 

agreed to by member states in multilateral declarations, namely; to protect vulnerable citizens, 

particularly youth; to implement evidence-based policy; and to put public health, safety and welfare 

at the heart of a balanced approach to treaty implementation.”    

In November of 2016, the Pontifical Academy of Sciences (PAS) held a meeting at the Vatican with 

international experts, led and inspired by Pope Francis and Queen Silvia of Sweden. A statement was 

issued at the end of the meeting:  

We recommend the following actions to be taken: Support the three UN treaties governing licit 

and illicit drugs, which are signed by virtually every nation. These treaties permit medical use of 

drugs, with tight regulations to prevent diversion for non-medical use and which criminalize the 

nonmedical sale and use of these same chemicals. Governments have a moral and ethical 

responsibility to secure and defend the common good of their citizens. 

As trafficking of drugs imperils the health, security and the rule of law in nations, any compro-

mise can be viewed as complicity. Governments must unequivocally pursue drug trafficking at every 

level. They have a responsibility to denounce and criminalize corrupt banks, bankers and money 

launderers that profit from the drug trade, and thwart large scale and local drug trafficking. 

Governments must not engage in any public, private or covert agreements to gain financial support 

for political or personal reasons from drug traffickers or industries. Such agreements subvert the 

common good, trust, health and safety of their people, especially, their youth. 



Instead, governments have a public health, legal and moral responsibility to confiscate the gains 

of these traffickers/industries and to use these proceeds to fund assistance programs for the 

victims, which include providing treatment, prevention and medical services, family support, as well 

as educational and employment opportunities. Governments should not use any ill-begotten gains 

from drug trafficking or sales to generate political messages, regulations or laws that foster use of 

abusable drugs and subvert public health and safety laws and regulations. 

Reject drug legalization for recreational purposes as a hopeless, mindless strategy that would 

consign more people, especially the disadvantaged, youth, the poor and the mentally ill, to misery 

or even death while compromising civil society, social stability, equality, and the law. The 

foundations of this balanced strategy are fundamental human rights that include drug prevention 

and recovery among the world’s diverse communities, with a special focus on the goal of protecting 

youth from drug sales and drug use, in accordance with Article 33 of the Convention on the Rights 

of the Child. The prevention of addiction among youth (less than age 21) is a high priority, and 

achievable by rejecting the use of marijuana and other rewarding substances. The underlying 

reasons for this priority need to be conveyed to youth and their parents in collaboration with health, 

educational and local communities. 

ONE MILLION SIGNATURES SUPPORTING UN SANCTIONS ON NARCOTICS PRESENTED TODAY!! 

Dear Colleagues: On behalf of the Drug Prevention Network of the Americas and as a member of 

the Global Drug Prevention Network, I want to congratulate and commend Torgny Peterson and 

Malou Lindholm with the Hassela Nordic Network and Grainne Kenny with EURAD and all those 

who worked so hard to collect 1.3 million signatures for the 2003 Vienna Declaration, which was 

presented today, April 14, 2003, to Mr. Antonio Maria Costa, Executive Director, United Nations 

Office on Drugs and Crime and the UN Commission on Narcotic Drugs in Vienna. This is an 

impressive and powerful statement in support of responsible international anti-drug policies and 

against efforts by proponents of drug legalization to change and weaken UN Conventions on 

Drugs…. Together our voices will be heard!!! Best regards, Stephanie Haynes, Drug Prevention 

Network of the Americas, Global Drug Prevention Network. 

THE WORLD SUPPORTS PROHIBITION.  

Marijuana and Violence   

In reviewing the evidence that legalization is a gross mistake in terms of public health policy I ask 

that you address the issue of violence and an association that has been linked through the evidence 

of science with marijuana use and to consider the ramifications and costs to society a more 

permissive drug policy would mean for all of Canadian society. 



In reviewing the evidence of science on the impact of marijuana use on the developing brain and on 

the link to addiction I ask that you consider the damage this drug can do not only to an individual’s 

life but also to the Canadian family and our nation’s productivity. 

 “Research shows that the earlier a teen first uses drugs, the likelier he or she is to become addicted 

to them or to become addicted to another substance later in life.”7 —Brain In Progress: Why Teens 

Can’t Always Resist Temptation, Nora Volkow, Director of the National Institute on Drug Abuse, 

USA, 2015. 

The Science Too Few Talk About  

Continuity of cannabis use and violent offending over the life course; a study of 411 young males 

designed to investigate the association between marijuana use and violent behavior showed that 

continued cannabis use was associated with 7-fold greater odds for subsequent commission of 

violent crimes and that impairments in neurological circuits controlling behavior may underlie 

impulsive, violent behavior, as a result of cannabis altering the normal neural functioning in the 

ventrolateral prefrontal cortex. The results showed a strong indication that marijuana use predicts 

subsequent violent offending, suggesting a possible causal effect. 

The link to marijuana use and increased violence is a vastly neglected discussion in the public 

debate over whether or not the commercialization of marijuana products is in the best interest of all 

of society. 

The Journal of The American Medicine Association (JAMA) on August 31, 2016 published; Parental 
Psychiatric Disease and Risks of Attempted Suicide and Violent Criminal Offending in Offspring. A 

Population-based Cohort Study. The study had found that elevated risks of both attempted suicide 

and violent offending in offspring were evident across a broad spectrum of parental psychiatric 

disease, with the links being strongest in relation to parental antisocial personality disorder, 

cannabis misuse, and attempted suicide. The study emphasized that interventions that aim to 

reduce the incidence of parental substance misuse may help to reduce their offspring’s future risks 

of suicidality and violence. 

There are now over 23,000 studies on the impact of marijuana on the human being. It cannot be 

denied that it has now been well established that marijuana is not safe for human consumption, for 

anyone at any age, and placing marijuana in the home will negatively impact children. It therefore 

must be rejected outright.   

I refer you to Pubmed for the studies that establish harm, and to the website of Health Canada that 

also address these concerns.  If Canada moves on this course of action, both provincial and federal 

governments will be held accountable for the damage inflicted on a wholly ill-informed public in the 



years and decades to come. The price will be borne by the Canadian taxpayer, the toll the lives of 

Canadians and their offspring.  

Respectfully submitted by  

Pamela McColl  
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