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No postage is necessary.

and mail it.

Annual Report: Fiscal Responsibility z

Each year, my annual report to you in-
cludes a page devoted to my operating
budget for the most recent fiscal year. This
year, | thought I'd explain what this financial
report is all about.

How much does the House of
Commons cost Canadians?

Each year, it costs an astonishing $561 mil-
lion to run Parliament Hill. Of that, nearly
$48,581,148 goes to pay for the salaries of
Canada’s 308 MPs, and a further
$66,980,994 pays for 308 Members’ Office
Budgets (“MOBs” as they are referred to in
Ottawa),

Why this Financial Expense Re-
port is always a year behind.

The House of Commons operates on the
same fiscal year (starting April 1, ending
March 31) as the Government of Canada.
This means that by the time you read this re-
port, Fiscal Year 2011/12 will almost be over-
--and yet, this report contains information on
Fiscal Year 2010/11, which ended nearly a
year ago. The reason for this delay is that it
takes a few months to compile the budget
information on individual MPs, and the com-
parative information on all MPs does not be-

www.scottreid.ca

come public until near the end of the calen-
dar year.

In Last Place—and happy to be
there!

Within their global MOB budgets, MPs are
free to allocate funds as they see fit. I've
made the decision to put more money into
certain areas than do most MPs (for example,
more for staff), and a whole lot less on some
other expenses. The most obvious area
where I've avoided spending money is on ad-
vertising. Last year, the average MP spent
$15,464.33 on advertising. | ran some ads in
local papers (for example, | ran ads following
the election, as | always do, to remind folks of
the contact information for my three constitu-
ency offices). But | paid for these expenses
out of my own pocket. Likewise, | paid out-of-
pocket for all hospitality. As a result, | spent
$0 for advertising and $0 for hospitality. This
put me in last place among MPs in this cate-
gory—since you can’t spend less than noth-

ing.

Lowest travel expenses in
Canada.

| also ran up the lowest travel expenses of
any MP in the country. The main reason for

this is that my home is close enough to Parlia-
ment Hill for me to commute. But, like all
MPs, | do sometimes travel on business.
When | do, my staff and | are fanatical about
keeping the costs as low as possible. | always
travel economy class, and frequently adjust
my flight times to allow me to get on a lower-
cost flight. | try to stay in modest accommo-
dations when on government business, and
when | can, | use the train. The result is that
for the past three years, my travel expenses
have been in the bottom two among all of
Canada MPs, and in 2010/2011 | was 308th
out of 308.

The Bottom Line: Being as Frugal
as Reasonably Possible.

| don’t think there’s anything heroic about
saving the taxpayer’'s money. The fact that
I'm able to keep my expenses lower than
most is in part good luck-—It doesn’t cost as
much for an MP from so close to Ottawa to
travel, compared to one from Nova Scotia,
Nunavut, or British Columbia. And in part it's
a question of developing the kinds of practi-
cal good habits that most of us have in our
personal lives, when we’re dealing with our
own money.

Annual Report
fo Constituents

Fiscal Year 2010/11

Dear Constituent,

Each year | send you an Annual Report so
you can evaluate how I'm doing as your
representative in Ottawa.

My expenses were among the overall lowest
in Canada last year. In three categories—
Advertising, Hospitality, and travel, my office
expenses were the lowest nationwide.

| want to elaborate on how this is possible,
and what I've done to try and make sure as
far as my office goes—tax dollars are treated
with respect.

| hope you find this update informative. And
please feel free to get in touch with me if you
have anything you’d like to discuss!

Sincerely,

Scott Reid, MP

Lanark-Frontenac-Lennox & Addington

Constituency
Offices

Carleton Place
6 Lake Ave. W
Carleton Place

ON K7C 1L2

Toll-Free
1-866-277-1577

Perth
1-105 Dufferin St.
Perth, ON
K7H 3A5

613-267-8239

Email me: reids@parl.gc.ca



Around the Riding:

Here are just a few of the places | visited
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